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is written in the prophets, And they ſhall 
be all taught of God. John vi. 45. 
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ST. Jonn's Goſpel, Chap. xvi. ver. 8, 9, 10, IT. 


And when he is come, he will reprove the 
world of fin, and of righteouſneſs, and of juds- 
ment : 

Of fin, becauſe they believe not on me: 

Of righteouſneſs, becauſe I go to my father, 
and ye ſee me no more : | 

Of judgment, becauſe the prince of this world 
is jugged. 
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have ariſen concerning the 

** W nature of the operations and 
27 99929 influences of the Spirit of 
N 8800 & God; it is on all hands al- 
3800 87 lowed I think, to be one of 
the diſtinguiſhing bleſſings and 


and promiſes of the goſpel : whole office it is, 
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as we are told in almoſt every page of that 
goſpel, to enlighten to comfort and ſanctify 
the people of God, to the end of the world. 


My BaRTuRTIN, we are the meſſengers of the 
Lord of hoſts ; and workers together with hin 
in the delivering of ſouls from the powers of 
darkneſs, to the knowledge and ſervice of the 
living God. Theſe characters here given us in 
the oracles of truth, call /oudly upon us, ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider the meſſage we are to deli- 
ver; and well to underſtand that the doctrines 
we teach be conformable to the revealed will 
of our great maſter : But in no point ought 
We to be more particularly cautious, than in 
the ſubject that is now before us; we ſhould 
look well to it, that our expectations from the 
Spirit of God, be ſuch as are warranted by 
the word and promiſe of God; becauſe a mi- 
ſtake here, cannot but be attended with the 
moſt awful and alarming conſequences, both 
to us who preach and to them who hear us. 
It is for the want of duly conſidering this, that 
many have been led away by the deluſions of 
Satan ; giving themſelves up to the workings 
of a diſordered fancy; like a weather-beaten 
veſſel, toſſed up and down with every blaſt, 
without the leaſt ſpark of true light to guide 
them; laying themſelves open to the moſt 
ſoul-deſtroying errors; and expoſing that cauſe 
which they may mean to promote, to the ſcorn 
and ridicule of the infidel and the prophane 
and bringing upon the true ſervants of God, 
matter of real concern and trouble. 
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OTHERs again, ſeeing the evil tendency of 
ſach errors as theſe, have been led into the 
oppoſite extreme; looking for the Spirit of 
God, only in the word of God; and expecting 
no other aſſiſtance for the underſtanding the 
deep things of God, than what they could ga- 
ther from thence, by the light of reaſon and 
the abilities of nature. — But what is the light 
of the ſun to a dark eye ? Or what matters it 
how how clearly the truth ſhines in the word 
of God, except the vail be taken away from 
the heart, and the underſtanding enlightened 
to comprehend it ? This is determined by the 
authority of God himſelf, For the natural 
* man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of 
God; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, 
<+ neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
And what a bleſſing from God is it, that he 
has given us his written word, as the only 
infallible judge in all controverſy ? This 1s the 
ſtandard and rule both of doctrine and practice, 
by the which we are to try every ſpirit whence 
it is; whether it be of God, or the ſpirit of 
error The Holy Ghoſt influences the ſouls 
of God's children, but in a manner exactly 
conformable to the ſcriptures : He enlightens 
the underſtanding, but it is to know God, 
only, as he is revealed in the ſcriptures : He 
comforts the heart; but it 1s by leading to a 
proper dependence upon the promiſes of God, 
as they are held forth to us in the holy ſcriptures : 
He changes the man, his manners = his 

enti- 
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ſentiments, he ſanctifies the ſoul, but always in 
a way juſtifiable by the ſcriptures : He makes 
no new revelations, neither does he give any 
net light, but diſpoſes the eye to receive the 
light which already ora ql always acting a- 
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greeably to that rule which he himſelf hath eſta- 
bliſned what that rule is, what is the man- 
ner and method of his operations, we are not 
without information; when he comes, ſaith 
the Son of God, he will reprove the world 
of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment.” 
Upon each of theſe particulars, I purpoſe now 
to enlarge, with an eye all along to the occa- 
ſion upon which we are now aſſembled: And 
may the God of heaven bleſs it to the glory 
of his own great name, and to the ſtrengthen- 
ing of my own and others hands in that work 
whereunto he hath appointed us. 


Axp firſt, He will reprove the world of 
fin, a work which he alone is capable of per- 
forming. His eye looks into the deepeſt re- 
ceſſes of the ſoul ; he is well acquainted with 
that depth of iniquity which is lodged in the 
human heart ; he knows the depravity of our 
fallen nature; and views*all its windings and 
turnings, its ſelfiſhneſs and pride, and its deep 
miſery : He from his holy heaven looks down 
upon the children of men, and beholds them 
plucked as it were out of his hands ; with- 
drawing their allegiance from him, and be- 
coming to themſelves as Gods, knowing good 
and evil— and as he ſees, ſo he declares ; tell- 
ing them in his own word what they we.) 
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from whence and into what they are fallen; 
ke draws a melancholy picture not of this 
or that particular ſinner, but of the whole 
race of fallen Adam ; mortifying indeed, and 
exceedingly humbling to human pride, but we 
know that the judgment of God 1s according 
to truib; and what that judgment is, he who 
runs may read; for the ſcripture concludes al? 
under fin ; as it is written, There is none 
* righteous, no not one; there is none that 
* underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh af- 
* ter God; they are all gone out of the way, 
they are all together become unprofitable, 
there is none that doth good, no not one.” 
Rom. iii. 10, 12. And to give the greater 
weight to this affliftive truth, the wrath of 
God in the ſame word is revealed from hea- 
ven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteouſ- 
neſs, Rom. 1. 18. This 1s now the teſtimo- 
ny of the unchangeable God. 


cc 
cc 


Bur what are theſe alarms to a dead ſoul ? 
Or what is this voice of God to thoſe who 
are uncircumciſed in heart and cars? reſiſtin 
and diſbelleving the Holy Ghoſt, and doing 
deſpite unto that ſpirit of Grace. But when 
He comes; not in his word enhy, but with 

wer into the ſoul, he then works effectually; 
the ſcales fall off from our eyes, and we ſee 
to our confuſion, that the picture of ſin and 
miſery before drawn is exactly our n. 
From this reproof of the ſpirit comes that re- 
pentance which is the proper gift of God; 
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before this, our ſelf- juſtifying notions vaniſh in 
a moment, and we ſtand in the preſence of 
God as ruined and undone ſinners, we ſtand 
convinced of the ſin of our nature; we ſtand 
convinced of the ſin of our lives, and particu- 
larly of unbelief ; we ſtand convinced both of 
our own and others danger, ſo long as we and 
they are unacquainted with the precious fal- 
vation of the prince of peace. To a ſoul thus 
reproved and taught by the fpirit of God, 
fin appears the moſt dreadful of evils ; it ab- 
horts it, it turns from it, as contrary to the 
nature of God, and expoſing to his heavieſt 
diſpleaſure ; neither does its concern end here; 
this ſoul feels what the apoſtle means by bowels 
and mercies ; it is actuated by that divine cha- 


rity, which longs for the deliverance and the 
ſalvation of All. 


AnD is it ſo then? And are zheſe the un- 
welcome tidings which we are commanded to 
bear to a careleſs and unthinking world, and 
is it hu that we are to call upon all 
men every where to repent? What an awful 
proſpect does this ſet before us of the difficul- 
ty and importance of the work of a miniſter 
of Jeſus? My brethren, God in the courſe 
of his providence has committed to our charge 
immortal ſouls ; ſouls that were the purchaſe - 
of the blood of his. own Son ; that are all 
haſtening into an unchangeable eternity as faſt 
- as the wings of time can carry them : What 
an infinitely preſſing call now does this afford 
us, to cry aloud, and ſpare not; but * 
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the utmoſt ſincerity, and with the moſt affecti- 
onate zeal, to warn them of their danger, whilſt 
our warnings can do them good? How ſhou'd 
our bowels yearn over them? To ſee them 
going on in a courſe of wilful rebellion a- 
gainſt the God that made them; to ſee them 
careleſs and ſecure and inſenſible of danger ; un- 
der the power and dominion of fin ; and yet, oh 
tis dreadful to think on, yet blind to its awful 
conſequences; and entirely ignorant of that 
death and hell which muſt follow. And yet kind 
and diſintereſted as this deſign may appear, ſo 
long as the adverſary of God and man is the 
prince of this world, it will be attended with its 
difficulties: And ſo will every deſign which 
is good. Let us ſay what we will, the doctrine 
of repentance will appear to many utter fooliſh- 
neſs; and muſt neceſſarily render us the ob- 
jects of indignation and ſcorn in the eyes of 
a profligate and gain-ſaying world. The ſin- 
ner will not bear it; for it will be to him 
too tormenting a doctrine; and lay too 
great reſtraints upon his vile practices, which 
he cannot perſuade himſelf to part with : the 
proud and haughty will not bear it; for it lays 
all their glorying in the duſt; and brings that 
foundation upon which they build their con- 
fidence, entirely to nothing. — The ambitious 
and the covetous will not bear it; for it calls 
them to practices and tempers entirely incon- 
ſiſtent with their preſent ſchemes, and deſtruc- 
tive of that in which they place all their hap- 
pineſs. The God of this world will not bear 
it; for it is the ruin of his kingdom, and the 
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only way of delivering ſouls out of. his power 
and of tranſlating them into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son. We are not to wonder at it 
therefore, if each of theſe in their turns be- 


come our enemies. While they continue as 


they are, and we in doctrine ſhew uncorrupt- 
xeſs, it is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe. 
The maſter we ſerve has told us defore-hand 
how it would be, and what we ſhould meet 
with ; let us arm ourſclves with patience there- 
fore, and in his ſtrength let us preſs on; our 
cauſe is good, and the Lord is on our ſide; 
and if be be but for us, *tis no great matter 


who or what is againſt us. 


Bur I haſten to the ſecond part of the 
ſpirits office; who, when he comes ſaith ur 
bleſſed Lord, will reprove the world of 
righteouſneſs: Before, he ated as the en- 
lightener, now, as the comforter of the peopl-. of 
God : Before, he ſhewed us what we were by 
nature, not heſhews us what we are made by grace: 
Before, he convinced us that we were enemies to 


to God by nature and by our wicked works; 


but mow, he publiſhes the glad tidings of 
peace and reconciliation thro* the death of 
God's own Son. And this he does in a manner 
exactly conformable to that rule of his own 
the written word: There, the deliverer is held 
forth in his characters and offices, in ſuch a 
variety of lights, and with ſuch an amiable. 
train of attendants, that all mankind one 
wou'd imagine ſhou'd be raviſhed - with kis 
beauty, and greatly defire him: There, we 
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behold his glory as of the only begotten of 
the father, full of grace and truth : There his 
name is called wonderful, counſellor, the 
mighty God, the everlaſting father, and the 
prince of peace. When we thus refle& 
upon what he is in himſelf; upon his high 
dignity and glorious perfections, we cannot 
but be ſtruck with reverence and awe, and 
with the higheſt adoration and wonder cry 
out worthy tis the lamb : but when we conſider 
what he is to us; when we reflect upon the 
offices which he bears for the benefit of his 
church and people, he is alrogether lovely: 
look but upon his characters as they are 
drawn in the ſcriptures of truth; and as his 
majeſty, and excellent greatneſs, betore called 
for our adoration, ſo does his wuautterable 
benevolence towards a world of ſinners en- 
gage our higheſt gratitude and love. -— He 
is our prieſt to atone for us; our prophet to in- 
ſtruct us; our king to govern us, and to 
ſubdue our enemies under our feet; he is our 
bread to nouriſh us, our fountain to cleanſe 
us; nay all we want is in him, for he is that 
Lord“ in whom all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge are hid.” Col. ii. 3. Thus 
does the ſpirit teach us in the word, but till 
that word is ſent with power to the hearts 
of the hearers, © by the ſelf-ſame ſpirit, 
„ dividing itſelf to every one ſeverally as he 
„will.“ 1 Cor. xii. 11. That word is but a 
dead letter, and there is neither form nor 
comelineſs in this lover of ſouls that the fin- 
ner ſhou'd defire him. But when the com- 


forter comes, the ſhades of night Oy 
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diſappear; the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſes with 
bealing in his wings, and the believing ſoul 
beholds ſo much wiſdom and power and fitneſs 
and truth in this ſuffering Son of God, as en- 
gages his confidence, and draws his affection: 
he beholds the ſeal of heaven as it were ſet 
to all this, in his being raiſed from the dead; 


and is convinced of the ſtability of the 


promiſes of God in him, becauſe he is gone 
to the father. Renouncing therefore all other 
dependences he looks for every blefling in 
time and in eternity by faith alone in bim, 
who is the Lord his righteouſneſs. 


From hence now ariſes that faith which is 
declared not to be of ourſelves, * but is the 
gift of God,” Ephe. ii, 8. And from this 
faith as from a root, ſprings all that hope, 
truſt, peace, and joy, which renders the poſ- 
ſeſſor of them happy in himſelf, an ornament 
to his profeſſion, and a bleſſing to all around 
him. | 85 


_ And what 2 ſoul-pleaſing proſpect, my 
brethren, does this ſet before us of the dignity 
and honour of that office unto which we are 
called? who that has the leaſt ſpark of gratitude 
within him can grudge at any : pains, or be 
diſcouraged at any difficulties in the ſervice of 
ſo good a maſter? We are workers together 
with him; and what an honour ſhou'd we 
eſteem it to have any hand in promoting hat 
cauſe, or in the leaſt degree advancing that 
kingdom, the foundation of which is laid in 
5p: his 
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his moſt precious blood? how trifling muſt 
every other purſuit neceſſarily appear in our 
eyes, in compariſon of ſpreading the knowledge, 
of this adorable Saviour and increaſing the love 
of our fellow - ſinners towards Him ? If his love 
really dwells in our hearts, we cannot help 
bringing forth the fruits of it; and affording 
that only teſtimony of its ſincerity which he 
requires, in feeding thoſe ſheep which are dear 
to him as the apple of his eye, and which are 
committed to us by his /pecial appointment for 
inſtruction and direction in their way to his 
everlaſting kingdom. | \ 


How poorly does that man judge of things, 
who can prefer the honour of man before this 
honour which cometh of God only? and what 
wretched notions muſt he have of good and 
evil, who is greedy in his purſuits after the 
tranſitory riches of his world; whilſt his deſires 
after the unſearchable riches of Chriſt are cold 
and languid ? That man ſurely makes a mi/erable 
exchange, who can deſpiſe and turn away from 
the comforts and endearments of a father's 
table, to feed on huſks with ſwine, ſuch tem- 
pers and characters as theſe fit with an ill grace 
upon us, whoſe office and duty it is by ex- 
. ample as well as precept, to warn others of the 
danger of them: Letus therefore my brethren, 
watch and be ſober, that the miniſtry be not 
blamed ; and both by doctrine and practice, 
let us ſhew to all around us, the power and 
efficacy of redeeming love. 
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Bur to return now to the offices of the 
Spirit of God. We are led in the third and 
laſt place to conſider him as the ſaniifier of 
| his people. He ſhall reprove the world of 

dgment, becauſe the prince of this world is 
judged: and what a victory is here obtained 
for us, over the greateſt enemies of our ſal 
vation? How ſhould we rejoice? How did 
the bleſſed Feſus rejoice in thus leading capti- 
vity captive ? Now, ſays he, with an air of 
exultation, Now fhall the prince of this 
& world be caſt out.” John x1. 31. Caſt out? 
Of what ? Out of the hearts of the children 
of diſobedience, in whom he did work, and 
over whom he did triumph. The ftrong man 
armed is deſpoiled of his goods; he is defeat- 
ed of his purpoſes, and this accuſer of the bre- 
thren is for ever caſt down — But bow is all 
this effected ? It never can be by eur own pow- 
er or ftrength, that we can thus recover our 
liberty. Alas ! the very experiment can ſerve 
to no other purpoſe but the more deeply to 
convince us, that we are faves, When. we 
look at the extenſtveneſs of the Goſpel-holineſs, 
the purity of its precepts, and the ſpirituality 
of its laws; when we hear it warning us a- 
gainſt a conformity to this world, and com- 
manding us to be ſeparated from its vanities, 
and to renounce its pleaſures z when we hear 
it continually inculcating upon us the neceſſity 
of walking with God, and of being imitators 
of him as dear children; when left to ourſelves, 
what can we do? We can . approve perhaps, 
: 55 an 
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and that is all. Theſe divine tempers and 
graces which are truly amiable, and which con- 
ſtituted the character of the Son of God him- 
ſelf, the natural man looks upon as a grievous 
yoke, and an intollerable burden ; he can do lit- 
tle elſe but complain of their ſeverity ; renounce 
them as unneceſſary, or quarrel with God as a 
hard maſter. And is this all the boaſted free- 
dom of the Sons of God ? Are theſe the pri- 
vileges and bleſſings of the Goſpel of Jeſus ? 
No; to deliver us from this vaſſallage to fin 
and fatan, was one of the great ends of our 
Maſter's coming into the world; and can we 
imagine the Redeemer will be fruſtrated of 
his purpoſes ? Or that any can be diſappoint- 
ed who put their truſt in him? God forbid ! 
nay, but what ſay the ſcriptures; where the 
ſpirit of the Lord is, there is liberty: 2 Cor. 
ili. 17. When this divine teacher takes of the 
things of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhews them unto 
45; John xvi. 15. when we contemplate him 
bleeding upon the croſs, and in that tran- 
faction behold the love of God our Saviour 
towards us; the whole man 4ow5s at his foot- 
ſtool ; our prejudices fall; our afetions are 
drawn out after him; our paſſions, are not 
indeed extirpated, but they are brought into 
ſubjection to his beſt and bleſſed will. We ex- 
perience bis ſervice to be a perfect freedom; 
the prince of ibis world is judged, his king- 
dom in our hearts is demoliſhed, and upon the 
ruins of it this divine conqueror eſtabliſhes his 
own. Thus are we made willing in the day 
of his power, our ſervices tho' imperfed, yet 


are 
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are free; and our gifts and ſacrifices of prayer 
praiſe and obedience, tho* unworthy of God 
when conſidered in themſelves ; yet are ſancti- 
fied by his own' altar, and become acceptable 
unto him by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Tr1s kingdom ao ſet up in the ſoul, by the 
power of the ſame ſpirit, continually grows 
ſtronger and ſtronger, whilſt the happy ſubject 
of it is filled with the comfortable hopes of a 
compleat victory, when he ſhall be made parta- 
ker of that kingdom of glory, unto which he 
is haſtening ; and the prince of this world, then 
no longer able to diſturb him, ſhall eternally 
depart unto his own place. 


Axp what glorious motives now do theſe con- 
fiderations afford us, to the moſt unwearied di- 
ligence in the diſcharge of our miniſterial duties? 
It therefore there are any allurements in the 
ſweeteſt love ? if we have any deſire of advancing 
the kingdom and honour of Jeſus ? if the miſery 
of ſinners can melt us, or the happineſs of our 
fellow creatures can engage us? let us think on 
theſe things. Whatever pains we may be at, 
or whatever difficulties we may meet with, if 
God is pleaſed to crown our labours with any 
meaſure of ſucceſs ( and we know that he is 
faithful that hath promiſed) the pleaſure we muſt 
feel upon ſuch a reflection, will more than out- 
weigh them all: He that watereth, ſaith God, 
„ ſhall be watered alſo himſelf.” Prov. xi. 25. 
And we ſhall find by experience, that the flame 
of devotion which we ſhall often meet with, 
in 
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the hearts even of the poor of the flock, will 
be a means of making our own burn the 
brighter. Let us preach the word therefore with 
all diligence; let us converſe with the people 
of our ſeveral charges, upon the things of God, 
freely, frequently, fervently let us guard them 
againſt the wiles and deluſions of Satan ; let 
us encourage them under the contempt of the 


world; let us warn them againſt the deceitful- 


neſs of ſin, and. endeavour to keep them at 
the greateſt diſtance from its bewitching ſnares ; 


wherever we ſee the leaſt dawning of repen- 


tance, let us be ſure to approve and encour- 
age it; with a gentle hand let us raiſe thoſe 
up that are caſt down; and with the ſpirit 
of meekneſs reſtore ſuch as are fallen, as conſi- 
dering that we ourſelves alſo may be tempt- 
ed. Thus doing we ſhall be approved of God, 
and ſerviceable to man; we ſhall treaſure up 
to ourſelves peace againſt a dying hour; and 
in the awful day of our Lord's appearing, 
many will ſtand forth as our joy and crown 
of rejoicing; we ſhall receive his approbation, 
and enjoy his favour, which is better than life 
itſelf, and our lips ſhall eternally praiſe him. 
AMEN, 


